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‘Serious damage’ seen 
for U.S. intelligence 

By Michael J. Sniffen 


WASHINGTON — Former CIA 
agent Edward Lee Howard* defec 
tion caused “serious damage" to U S 
spying in the Soviet Union the vice 

Comm^nL 05 Senate lnt elligence 
881(1 yesterday. 

Whenever the KGB has had some- 
® e ( ^ f “ t t0 the United States, it has 
caused damage to the Soviet Union, 
so its only logical to assume that 

th« e tr W fJ? a c Ve a defector it damages 
the United States,” said Sen. Patrick 
Leahy (D., Vt.). K 

j“st have to assume it's seri- 

ewe^Mh b H Ut 1 d0D t think the 
extent of the damage will ever be 

made public. Nor should it bet” he 

mini«r U t 1 1 d hop l nobod y in the ad- 
? r Con * ress spells out a 
long laundry list of exactly what this 
means, he added, because that could 
confirm things the Soviets only sus- 
pectand tell them things they SS . 

Assistant FBI director William Bak- 1 

damaff t p 1 » ay da f , i. ned t0 discuss the y 
damage Howard had done, and CIA i 

spokeswoman Kathy Pherson also i 

- "°“ ld not comment on the Moscow i 
report, | 

on e senior US. intelligence offi- e 
f lal p “ l i t: Anything we say is just 
going to help Moscow, and we’re not h 
going to do that.” 01 £ 

hJfflZ ear ’ US ' sources said the CIA «i 
had lost contact with a Soviet citizen o 

SlSS^JT 0 had long P rov ide<r cl 
valuab e information about high- si 

JSSSShf ironies and aviation ^ 

pu ^ lished reports suggested W 
hv in? h", 1 ? h J?, d known *e method en 
aL «th h 1,16 CIA contact ed this spy gr 
s i'^ W ° rki ° g for the United sp, 
Sta *? Soviet Union. cie 

ter HnL W J? hed report 881(1 ihat af- to 
if w , ork lor. the Soviets air 
became public, five U.S. intelligence / 

caSSh 7 K 1 ^ 0Vlet Unlon had 8 been Ho 

by Soviet authorities while cov 

I Tl? lds and ex P®Hed from offi 
the country. Three expulsions of US. pile 
diplomats were public'y reported by the 


the^US. government during that pe- 

!? id ^f erday th8t both the 
fee- CIA and the FBI “realize there were 
US. problems in handling this case " He 
ice said steps have been taken by CIA 
ace director William J. Casey and Frn 

recMK° r WiH i am H - w ®bster “to cor- 
JI tS rJg.” “ 0t SWC€p the ® “Oder 

3n ’ „J h ? government has acknowl.- 

* at CIA^rtH** “ year after h « left the 
;es CIA, still angry over his diann^ i 

ck erei2hi^ merageTOy ^ work ’ 
fro th®t he had contemplated enter- 

n- ing the Soviet Embassy in Washing- 
5 and telll “8 wh«t he knew. {?• 

2 ™ “o^* to “ fOTBOT,h “* 

d SovSte^iV* expec,e(1 that the 
d * k?! ? 1 111 do 8 great deal to show 

a m living well and to trumpet him. I 
is expect to see him brought out a lot to 
d make all kinds of statements. I cau* 

*■ Tl °P you to take them with a grain of 
t “ ll - Tboy will try to make it a v ° 

. XlT “ ,rr “ •" 5 

• C. J 18 senator said the timing of the 

miaht 5 nno ““cement about Howard 
i might have been designed to deflect 

SSH from the defection to the 
United States of two tightrope walk- 
era with the Moscow Circus 

h if a !}y ^ there was no way to 
halt defections, but he said thev 
might be limited if U.S. intelligence 
age “ les w ould “do a better fob of 
ongoing screening and ongoing 

sir i^Pinr P€ ° ple Wlth 8ccess to clal 

sified information.” 

inftrmsr 8 * 1 * 1 recentl y Hurt every U.S. 

inftpgence agency was years be- 

hind schedule in reinvestigating its 

fnff 810 ^ 81 ““roe said that since the 
spate of spy cases last year, U.S. agen- 

to r Jwn glV l Dg greater em Phasis 

alreSy mS." emp,oye€s th e/ve 

Hft *f k8d al 5 ut P“bHshed reports that 
XT!? 1 Wiped out ” the CIA's Mos- 
offTr^? 11011, 8 Senlor UA in diligence 
° ™’ '****>* eoonymity re- 
plie * Maybe it would be good 
the Soviets to believe that.” 
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